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be heard at public proceedings regarding the criminal’s sentence or poten-
tial release. It will also assure that such victims receive timely notice of
any escape of their attacker. Under this amendment, decision makers will
duly consider the victim’s safety and payment of restitution from the of-
fender to the victim. This important amendment will strike the right bal-
ance in protecting individual rights and ensuring fairness and equity in our
criminal justice system.

Across our Nation, victims’ rights groups work on behalf of victims every
day. Through care and compassion, these groups and individuals are bring-
ing hope and comfort to their neighbors in need. Domestic violence shel-
ters, support groups for families of homicide victims, rape crisis centers,
and other organizations in our cities and communities offer vital assistance
to individuals who have been affected by crime. In times of such crises,
counselors, hotline operators, clergy, doctors, nurses, law enforcement, and
countless others also help their fellow Americans cope with their pain and
suffering.

As a Nation, we must continue to seek justice on behalf of all people who
have been victimized by crime. The heroes in these efforts are the individ-
uals and organizations who work to provide valuable support and assist-
ance to those who have suffered from crime. This week allows us to recog-
nize these heroes and renew our commitment to fulfilling the promise of
our Nation of justice for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 6 through April 12,
2003, as National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. I encourage every commu-
nity to embrace the cause of victims’ rights and to advance it in all sectors
of our society.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7660 of April 8, 2003
National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America’s former prisoners of war (POWSs) are national heroes whose serv-
ice to our country will never be forgotten. These brave men and women
who fought for America and endured cruelties and deprivation as prisoners
of war helped to protect our Nation, liberated millions of people from the
threats of tyranny and terror, and advanced the cause of freedom world-
wide.

This year, our Nation commemorates the 50th anniversary of the signing
of the armistice to end armed conflict in the Korean War. We remember
Operation Little Switch, conducted April through May 1953, that freed 149
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American POWSs, and Operation Big Switch, conducted August through
September 1953, which returned 3,597 Americans to our country. Finally,
Operation Glory, conducted July through November 1954, was responsible
for the return of the remains of 2,944 Americans from North Korea. During
this observance, we also recognize and honor the more than 8,100 Ameri-
cans still unaccounted for from the Korean War.

This year also marks the 30th anniversary of Operation Homecoming, in
which 591 American POWs from Vietnam were returned. We also recog-
nize and honor those Americans still unaccounted for from the Vietnam
War.

All of these individuals are to be honored for their strength of character
and for the difficulties they and their families endured. From World War
II, the Korean War, and Vietnam, to the 1991 Gulf War, Operation Iraqi
Freedom, and other conflicts, our service men and women have sacrificed
much to secure freedom, defend the ideals of our Nation, and free the op-
pressed. By answering the call of duty and risking their lives to protect oth-
ers, these proud patriots continue to inspire us today as we work with our
allies to extend peace, liberty, and opportunity to people around the world.

As we honor our former POWs, we are reminded of our current POWs, cap-
tured in Operation Iraqi Freedom. We will work to secure their freedom,
and we pray for their speedy and safe return. These brave men and women
in uniform follow in the footsteps of these former POWs who placed coun-
try above self to advance peace in a troubled world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 2003, as National
Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day. I call upon all the people of the
United States to join me in remembering former American prisoners of war
by honoring the memory of their sacrifices and in praying for the safe re-
turn of our POWSs. I also call upon Federal, State, and local government of-
ficials and private organizations to observe this day with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7661 of April 9, 2003
National D.A.R.E. Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Drugs destroy the hopes, dreams, and the health of our children, and we
must continue to work to reduce drug use among America’s young people.
Today we honor Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.), the most
widely recognized substance abuse and violence prevention curriculum in
America. As we celebrate the 20th anniversary of this important program,
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